IS    POLAND    LOST ?

She is convinced that the sword which struck
the enemy at Griinwald (Tannenberg) is not
yet rusty. From the shores of the Pacific to the
Northern seas the Russian regiments are advanc-
ing. It is the dawn of a new life for you. May
there shine resplendent in that dawn the sign
of the Cross, the symbol of the Passion and the
Resurrection of peoples!*

Remarkably enough, in view of the treatment
Russia had meted out to the Poles during the
previous century and a half, this proclamation was
received with immense enthusiasm and faith by
most Poles in Russian Poland. On iyth August
the Gazeta Warszawska published a declaration
made by four of the Polish political parties in
Russia. It said:

The representatives of the undersigned political
parties assembled on i6th August 1914, in
Warsaw welcome the proclamation of His
Imperial Highness, the Commander-in-Chief
of the Russian Army, as an act of cardinal
historical importance, and believe firmly that
after the end of the War the promises expressed
in the proclamation will be fully realized, that
the dreams of our fathers and forefathers will
come true, that the body of Poland torn in
pieces a hundred and fifty years ago will join
together and that the frontiers that now separate
the Polish nation will disappear. The blood shed
by Poland's sons in the common fight against
192